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CHAIR’S COMMENTS 
by Tim Holland - 2015 Chair 

 We are quickly approaching the SAF National 

Convention in Baton Rouge, November 3-7.  Dave 

Haywood has sent out requests for volunteers.  We 

need our members to step up and help us put our 

best foot forward so we can show the 

rest of the nation what Louisiana is all 

about.  We already have several mem-

bers assisting by leading tours.  The con-

vention committee has worked long and 

hard with meetings, conference calls and 

hours of “boots on the ground” efforts to 

make this convention memorable.  I 

hope most of you have already regis-

tered, if you have not been to a National 

Convention, here’s your opportunity – 

this one is in your backyard! 

 The Society of American Foresters is a proud or-

ganization, we are important, we are relevant.  We 

have a significant position in the world’s ecosys-

tem.  Events we conduct, hold, orchestrate and in 

which we participate can and will impact people 

decades in the future.  We as foresters must work 

together to make sure our industry is not taken 

away from us and we no longer have the opportu-

nity to make decisions and conduct management.  

We are faced with issues including endangered 

species, invasive species, EPA matters, water con-

cerns and many more.  How we address these is-

sues, says a lot to the world about who we are as 

an organization. 

I have enjoyed meeting foresters, some 

new and some old, through various ven-

ues.  I met a forester from Arcadia the 

other day at a BMP workshop in Homer, 

Louisiana, Mr. Butch Crain.  Whenever I 

meet a forester, my first question is, “Are 

you a member of SAF?”  Butch said he 

was and has been for over 30 years.  We 

realized that we had been in some for-

estry classes together at LA Tech back in 

the day. 

Do you know a forester who is not a 

member of SAF?  Encourage them to join, mentor 

them, help them in any way you can.  Or, do like 

the executive board did with Jim Caldwell and the 

last convention committee meeting – we would not 

let him leave the LFA office without renewing his 

membership! 

    I hope all of you have a wonderful fall season and 

work and travel safely. I will see you in a  few 

weeks in Baton Rouge for the 2015 SAF National 

Convention!  



 

 

LASAF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
by Dave Haywood, Editor and Acting Secretary 

Meeting continues on p.3 

 The Executive Committee meeting was call to order a 

10:09 A.M. on September 8, 2015 by State Chair Tim L. 

Holland, CF. The meeting took place at the Louisiana 

Forestry Association office in Alexandria. Present were 

Sean McKay (Chair-Elect), Bill Wieger (CFE Coordinator), 

Joe Harvey (SE Chapter Chair), Buddy VanHoof (Past 

Chair), Fred Hagaman (Secretary), Holly Morgan 

(Student and THEO Coordinator), Dave Haywood 

(Newsletter Editor), Buck Vandersteen (Treasurer), 

Eugene Austin (Piney Woods Chapter Chair), and Ray 

Newbold (Membership Chair). Minutes from the last 

meeting were read. A motion was made to accept the 

minutes as written, it was seconded, and the motion 

passed.  

 Chair Comments—Tim Holland remarked that he had 

attended several meeting and asked foresters why they 

were not members of SAF? In general, the comments 

were that SAF membership was of “no value,” “too 

costly,” and “not that important.” Tim said it was dis-

couraging that professional foresters felt this way. Buck 

Vandersteen remarked that it has been his experience 

that recruitment takes constant effort. 

 Treasurer’s Report—Buck Vandersteen gave the re-

port. There was interest in donating to the Forester 

Fund, THEO, and for scholarships. Except for the For-

ester Fund, LASAF needs to first receive a request for 

funding. A motion was made to accept the treasurer’s 

report by Tim Holland, it was seconded, and the motion 

passed.  

 Budgeting—Bill Wieger prepared a draft of a formal 

yearly budget that could be updated quarterly. The 

budget was formatted like the Qt. financial statement.  

National Convention—Buck Vandersteen updated 

the committee on the planning for the convention. A 

commemorative tree planting will be made on the Capi-

tal grounds on the Saturday before the beginning of the 

convention. There will be a flag presentation ceremony 

at the beginning of the first plenary session. Jay Dar-

denne, Lt. Governor, will be the keynote speaker, and 

Rudy Sparks, Vice-President of Williams Inc., will give a 

presentation on Louisiana’s Coastal Foresters. Mike 

Strain, Commissioner of Agriculture, will speak at the 

reception. An entertainment company will provide per-

formers for the convention opening outside of the ex-

hibitors’ hall, and a band will be performing outside the 

hall. On Thursday evening, a new “awards recognition 

social” will be held at the Belle of Baton Rouge. A band 

will lead the conventioneers from the meeting hotel to 

the Belle. Tours are at the finalization stage, and final 

plans are needed if you are conducting a tour. 

A motion was made to purchase vests with LASAF 

logo and informative wording, it was seconded, and the 

motion passed. Tim Holland may be able to get dona-

tions to pay for the vests. A geocaching contest will be 

held for the student chapters to test their GIS skills 

against each other. Wes Palmer, LaTech GIS professor, 

will lead in making arrangements and there will be cash 

awards for the lucky geocaching participants. Eugene 

Austin made a motion for Buck to purchase medallions 

to be given to conventioneers, it was seconded, and the 

motion passed. Eugene Austin is putting together the 

silent auction. He will be asking for state chapters to 

make donations. He is also going to be selling tickets for 

door prizes. LASAF will provide $1,000 to off-set travel 

costs to the HSD and convention for the Chair and Chair

-elect if needed. Dave Haywood will send out e-blasts to 

solicit volunteers for the meeting. The Louisiana Book 

Festival will be held in Baton Rouge on the Saturday 

before the meeting. 
 

CHAPTER CHAIR REPORTS: 

Piney Woods—The 2015 Forest Awareness Days pro-

grams will be September 15-16, DeSoto Parish; Septem-

ber 22-23 Sabine Parish; and September 29-30 Natchi-

toches Parish. Speakers, Topics, and Sponsors of the 

monthly meetings so far this quarter were—July, 

Gracee Malone Texada, “Smart Logging,” and Red River 

Specialties; and August, Rick Williams, “NRCS Forestry 

Programs/Procedures,” and Forestry South & Walsh 

Timber Co. Future program may include Buck Vander-

steen giving a legislative update, management of pearl 

shell mussels, and emerald ash borers. The forestry 

float will be spruced up for the next Christmas Parade. 
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Central La—In July, the chapter toured Roy O. Martin’s 

Chopin Mill. It was a very good and informative tour. A 

would-be meeting with “Cool Planet” had to be can-

celled because the company’s plans have been sus-

pended. Biofuels are not competitive in a $2.00 per gal-

lon transportation fuels market. Future meetings may 

include a presentation on feral hogs. Forestry Aware-

ness is being planned. 

Southeast—A meeting was held with LSU students and 

professors. Three graduate students made presenta-

tions on crawfish, longleaf pine and loblolly pine hy-

bridization, and cypress management and site hydrol-

ogy. 

LaTech—Summer camp forestry students toured the 

Palustris Experimental Forest. Frank Darsey passed 

away this August; he was a 65-year member of SAF.  
 

 Archives/Historical Places—LASAF needs to build a 

website listing of sites important to Louisiana forestry 

as part of a national program. We aren’t sure where we 

are in this process. 

 Education—Kathy Conerly, LSU AgCenter, the Future 

Farmers of America wants help holding a Forestry Ca-

reer Development Event. This would be an opportunity 

for LASAF to reach out to students and teach about for-

estry in general, forestry education, and careers. What 

is needed to help find students places to go, things to 

study, and training students by LASAF members. A mo-

tion was made to possibly undertake this as a special 

project, it was seconded, and the motion passed. 

 Membership—48 LASAF members are up to 20 

months in arrears on their dues. 211 members are cur-

rently paid up on their dues for 2015. 

 Continuing Education—Bill Wieger is working on 

awarding CFE credits for attendance at logger training 

sessions. LASAF will work on having a registration table 

for attendees to the next LFA meeting. 

 

 House Society of Delegates—Bill Wieger remarked 

that we need more “policy push” from national SAF. He 

wanted to ensure that a proposal from the LASAF will 

be made to provide the membership with current infor-

mation on legislation and regulatory developments so 

the national membership can take timely action to help 

steer outcomes should individual members want to 

take action. The proposal will be sent to the HSD, Coun-

cil-Board of Directors, and the Forest Science and Tech-

nology Board. 

 Newsletter—Dave Haywood reported that he wants 

to include articles on threats from Asian Dodder or de-

cline in shortleaf pine due to hybridization with loblolly 

pine or loss of its land base; the ever increasing USDA 

Forest Service Fire Budget as an emerging issue; an arti-

cle on restoring groundcover; and meeting and work-

shop announcements. 

 Awards—There will be no State Chapter meeting this 

year because of the closeness to the national meeting. 

LASAF will instead have an awards banquet on January 

14, 2016 from 11:00 to 3:00 P.M. to show our apprecia-

tion and give recognition to deserving members. Dave 

Haywood will be sending out e-blasts about the awards 

banquet. 

 Emerging Issues—The US Forest Service budget con-

tinues to be more dedicated to the fire program as 

funding for other programs decreases. 

 Teachers Tour—The tour went very well. The teach-

ers were very happy with the program. The LA office of 

forestry continues to support the program. 

 Cypress Committee Report—The cypress report is 

essentially completed. A final committee meeting is 

needed to ensure there are no last minute changes and 

a decision is needed on publication. 

 The next Executive Committee meeting will be on 

December 8, 2015. There being no more items to dis-

cuss, the meeting adjourned at 1:18 P.M. 

Meeting continues from on p. 2 
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Awards Banquet – January 14, 2016 

With the national convention in November 2015, an annual LASAF State Meeting will not be held in January 2016. In-

stead, an Awards Banquet will be held on January 14, 2016 from 11:00 to 3:00 P.M. to show our appreciation and to 

recognize deserving members. You will be receiving more information about this important meeting in the future. 
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RECREATING FORESTRY: The Confluence of 

Science, Society, and Technology 
 The national SAF meeting in be held in Baton Rouge 

this November 3-7. Forestry and natural resources pro-

fessionals from across the country will gather to discuss 

contemporary forest resource management issues and 

examine the trends and technologies shaping the pro-

fession in the 21st century. 

 Enjoy fabulous hospitality, the charm of Louisiana’s 

capital city on the banks of the mighty Mississippi, and 

world-renowned cuisine alongside a convention pro-

gram offering the chance to explore the nexus of social, 

economic, and ecological considerations that form the 

confluence of forest stewardship in the U.S. and around 

 the world. 

 The convention’s plenary sessions will examine the 

newest ideas and concepts in forest science, while its 

concurrent science and technical sessions, field tours, 

and workshops will offer the latest research and tech-

niques that you can apply to your work to remain rele-

vant and effective. 

 So come to Baton Rouge and bolster your natural re-

sources know-how, make new connections, and 

strengthen your existing networks during this year’s 

largest gathering of forestry and natural resources pro-

fessionals. 

 On Wednesday, November 4, Plenary Session 1: The 

Confluence of Forestry in Louisiana and the Gulf Coast 

will feature Jay Dardenne, Lt. Governor and Rudy 

Sparks, Vice President of Williams Inc. Sparks will speak 

on the confluence of water management, salt water 

intrusion, subsidence, and regulations that impact the 

ability of private property owners to manage coastal 

forest resources in coastal Louisiana. There will be three 

other Plenary Sessions on Wednesday covering the top-

ics of Recreating Forestry through Science and Society, 

Recreating Forestry through Education and Outreach, 

and Recreating Forestry through Public Engagement and 

Technology.  

 Concurrent sessions feature Agroforestry; Boots-on-

the-Ground—topics focused on field foresters; Entomol-

ogy and Pathology; Fire; Forest Ecology; Forest Prod-

ucts, Utilization, and Engineering; Inventory and Bio-

metrics; Recreating Forestry through Science, Recreat-

ing Forestry through Society; Recreation; SAF Matters—

a new session topic in 2015; and Wildlife Management. 

 There will be four technical tours available on Tues-

day, November 3—Jean Lafitte National Historical Park, 

Southern Forest Heritage Museum, Atchafalaya Basin, 

and Intensive Southern Pine Silviculture and Manage-

ment. There will be three technical tours available on 

Saturday, November 7—International Petroleum Mu-

seum and Exposition and Port Fourchon, Palustris Ex-

perimental Forest, and Urban Forests of Baton Rouge. In 

addition, other tours may be available—a Food Tour of 

Baton Rouge, Houmas House Plantation and LSU Rural 

Life Museum, Cajun Pride Swamp Tour,  and New Or-

leans Trip. 

 There will be special events just for students including 

a Quiz Bowl, Geocaching Contest, and National Student 

Congress. You will be able to enhance your skills at pro-

fessional development Workshops—American Tree 

Farm System Inspecting Forester Training Workshop, 

Hit’em Where it Works: How to Make Your Messages 

Stick through the Art of Storytelling, Communicating 

Science: SAF Author Workshop, and U.S. Forest Service 

National Silviculture Workshop.  

So come on down to Baton Rouge this November!  

Convention Registration online at www.safnet.org 

Volunteers Needed for the  
2015 SAF National Convention at Baton Rouge! 

 

As the host society, LASAF will need to staff displays, help attendees, and such. If you are registered 
for the convention, you can sign up to work as a volunteer for as much or as little time as you like. 
Please contact Buck Vandersteen (bvan@laforestry.com) to sign up. 



 

 

Policy Update 
From Bill Siegel, Policy Chair 

 The national SAF has begun a new newsletter titled 

“SAF Issues and Advocacy Now” which highlights its 

work in the policy area and addresses policy issues of 

interest to SAF members. Published by the SAF Govern-

ment Affairs and External Relations Team (policy direc-

tor John Barnwell and policy intern Danielle Watson), 

the first issue appeared this past August and the second  

in September. In addition to providing up-to-date infor-

mation to assist SAF members who wish to contact 

members of Congress and agency personnel on policy 

matters affecting the forestry sector, the newsletter 

also highlights policy efforts by SAF members at the lo-

cal and state levels. It is available on-line by emailing 

policyintern@safnet.org. 

 

 The EPA Clean Power Plan. Private forests are well 

positioned to provide the nation with long-term carbon 

benefits, including the use of biomass as a renewable 

energy source. However, the release by the Environ-

mental Protection Agency (EPA) of its final Clean Power 

Plan (CPP) rule this past August 3 does little to support 

this endeavor. Just the opposite, it has created confu-

sion and uncertainty by establishing complex limitations 

on what constitutes “qualified biomass” and a require-

ment for the individual states to develop a system for 

defining, measuring and tracking “sustainably derived” 

biomass – a concept that is undefined in the rule. The 

Working Forests for Clean Energy Act (S. 1284), recently 

introduced in the Senate, addresses this problem by 

clarifying the treatment of carbon emissions from forest 

biomass and providing a straightforward standard to 

account for emissions from biomass sources. The stan-

dard would provide certainty to the states and the for-

estry sector, helping to insure that a diverse market for 

domestic forest products can continue. 

 

 The EPA Water Rule. EPA’s controversial Waters of 

the United States (WOTUS) rule became effective on 

August 28, 2015 in all but 13 states where its implemen-

tation has been suspended by the federal courts. The 

rule drastically expands by administrative fiat the reach 

of the agency in defining the terms “navigable waters” 

and “waters of the United States” which are subject to 

its jurisdiction. It creates  potentially costly and exces-

sive burdens for forest landowners of all sizes and geo-

graphical locations. As such, it has caused considerable  

confusion. While the matter of the rule’s validity makes 

its way through the federal court system, the Federal 

Water Quality Protection Act passed the Senate Com-

mittee on Environment and Public Works this past sum-

mer. It directs EPA to rewrite the rule to better serve 

those who are affected, including forest landowners, by 

working with them to recognize their concerns and to 

integrate their feedback. 

 

 Internal Revenue Code Section 179. Congress has a 

long history of extending expired or soon-to-expire in-

come tax provisions on a temporary basis at the last 

minute of the calendar year, or even retroactively the 

following year, This leaves forest landowners and re-

lated businesses scrambling with only a few days to take 

the necessary actions to claim the deductions and then 

finding themselves in the same position a year later. But 

could this year be different? Before its August recess, 

the Senate Finance Committee (the Senate’s tax writing 

committee) approved making permanent a number of 

expired tax provisions. Among these are portions of Sec-

tion 179 of the Internal Revenue Code that permit small 

businesses, including timber owners, to deduct major 

capital expenditures over just a few years rather than 

depreciate them over the full life of the items. The 

House & Senate are expected to push a package of 

these “extenders” earlier than usual this year and to 

make them permanent once and for all. If this were to 

occur, it would greatly help solidify the base for timely 

financial planning by private forest landowners.  

2015 SAF National Convention at Baton Rouge 
November 3—7 /  Register online at www.safnet.org 
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 Agriculture Secretary Tom 

Vilsack released a report from 

the Forest Service in August, 

which outlined how the growing 

costs of fighting wildfires is tak-

ing over many other areas of 

the agency’s budget. For the 

first time in the agency’s his-

tory, more than half of the For-

est Service’s annual appropri-

ated budget is devoted to wild-

fire, up from 16 percent in 1995. 

With this trend of increasing 

costs for fighting wildfires ex-

pected to continue, the report 

predicts that two-thirds of the 

agency’s budget will go for this 

work by 2025.“ 

 Wildfire firefighting costs are 

rising at an alarming rate, and 

this trend is only expected to 

Increase,” said Cecilia Clavet of 

The Nature Conservancy, on 

behalf of the Fire Suppression 

Funding Solutions Partner Cau-

cus. “We need to make sure 

these increasing fire suppres-

sion costs do not continue to 

eat up other, critical programs. 

The U.S. Forest Service could be 

decimated  in  the  near future if 

nothing is done  now  to  budget 

for the increasing ten-year aver-  

age.” 

    “The ten-year average just 

went up $115 million in one 

year, which means next year 

appropriators will have to find 

another  area  in  the  budget  

to fund suppression,” she con-

tinued. “ 

    That $115 million translates 

to a whole lot of forest manage-

ment, from acres of wildlife 

habitat restored and miles of 

roads managed to creating 

safer forests and maintaining 

recreation areas. Those things 

will just stop happening if the 

money isn’t there.” “We are 

grateful for the hard work of 

the many, bipartisan members 

of Congress who are leading the 

way toward finding a fix for this 

severe budget problem,” con-

cluded Clavet. 

We all pay the price—Without 

a legislative solution in place, 

blazing western wildfires have 

once again forced the US Forest 

Service to start transferring up 

to $450 million from key pro-

grams in 2015- $30 million from 

State & Private, $20 million from 

the National Forests, and $5 million 

from Research & Development.   
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2016 Chair-Elect Nominations are Open 
 

Would you are someone you know want to volunteer to help 
LASAF? We are seeking a member to serve as the next Chair-
Elect. Please contact Tim Holland (TLH1997@AOL.COM) or 
Sean McKay (jandsmckay@bellsouth.net) for details. 

NEW FEDERAL REPORT REVEALS ALARMING 
 INCREASE IN WILDFIRE SUPPRESSION COSTS 

Heather Layman, The Nature Conservancy and the Society of American Foresters 

Comparing fire budgets in 1995 and 2015 for 

the USFS—Society of American Foresters, 

“Issues and Advocacy Now”  



 

 

 Research shows fire helps maintain genetic distinc-

tions between shortleaf and loblolly pine—Shortleaf and 

loblolly pine are closely related and have always hybrid-

ized occasionally. “However, hybrids are now so com-

mon that they may threaten shortleaf pine’s existence 

as a genetically distinct species,” says U.S. Forest Ser-

vice scientist Dana Nelson. 

“Our study is the first to show 

that fire helps maintain genetic 

distinctions between shortleaf 

and loblolly pine.” 

 The study, published earlier 

this year in the journal Conser-

vation Genetics, was led by 

post-doctoral fellow John 

Stewart and professor Rod 

Will, both at Oklahoma State 

University, and Kevin Robert-

son, a scientist with the Tall 

Timbers Research Station and 

Land Conservancy near Talla-

hassee, Florida. 

 Shortleaf pine once domi-

nated millions of acres across a 

range that spanned the east-

ern   U.S.   from  Texas  to  New    

York,   while  loblolly  pine  had  

a more limited range. However, the two species have 

shared a range for at least 14,000 years, and are closely 

related. They have probably hybridized for millennia, 

but since the 1950s – when less than 5 percent of pines 

were hybrids – the rate of hybridization has increased 

dramatically. Today, nearly half of all naturally regener-

ating pines in some areas are actually hybrids. When 

these hybrid offspring reproduce, unique genetic traits 

of the parent species can be lost. 

 Scientists are beginning to recognize this threat to 

shortleaf pine, but until recently, the role of distur-

bances such as fire had not been studied. Without fire, 

shortleaf pine’s advantages over loblolly pine – such 

as the ability of seedlings to re-sprout after fire – are 

less relevant. The absence of fire, along with loblolly’s 

importance as a timber species, has caused the acreage 

of shortleaf pine to plummet. By some estimates, acre-

age of shortleaf pine fell by more than 40 percent in the 

20th century. 

    Nelson and his colleagues 

compared the genetics of pine 

seedlings and saplings in four 

pairs of loblolly and shortleaf 

pine stands at the Tall Timbers 

Research Station and Land Con-

servancy. Most of the area is 

former agricultural fields that 

were abandoned between the 

late 1800s and 1930s, although 

there are some native shortleaf 

pine areas. Some of the 

stands were burned every 2 

years over the past 30 to 40 

years, while others had not 

been burned in 40 to 50 years. 

    On study sites that had been 

burned, Nelson and his col- 

      leagues found that pure short- 

      leaf pine seedlings and saplings 

dominated, while on sites that had not been burned, 

the seedling community was a mixture of shortleaf, lob-

lolly, and hybrid pines. Because mature trees in both 

areas were a mix of the two species and hybrids, differ-

ences in the seedling community were probably due to 

fire, rather than the types of available seeds. 

 “Researchers have known that fire favors shortleaf 

pine seedlings, but we found that fire also selects for 

shortleaf at the genetic level,” says Nelson. “Our re-

sults have broad implications for shortleaf pine forest 

conservation, which is an emerging concern.” 

——— 

SHORTLEAF PINE: The Future Requires Fire 
by Sarah Farmer and posted by Zoe Hoyle, USFS Southern Research Station Science Delivery  
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Shortleaf pine cone. Photo by John B., 

courtesy of Wikimedia Commons 



 

 

 Got a question? 

Need some information? 

Just want to post an opinion? 

The LASAF message board is for the discussion of For-

estry-related topics. 

Visit www.lasaf.homestead.com 
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UPDATE YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION! 
 

Several of you have out-of-date mail and email addresses with national SAF. Their mailing list is our only source of information for 

contacting you. Please update your information as soon as possible. It is very simple. Go to the national web page at http://

www.safnet.org/ and click on “profile” in the upper right-hand side of the page. Enter your id and password. Select “My Account” 

and click on “update my profile”. You will be able to change your information in less than a minute.  


